
The Peer-Review Process
THE PEER-REVIEW PROCESS IS USED IN COMPOSITION COURSES FOR A 
NUMBER OF REASONS:

1. YOU WILL STRENGTHEN YOUR CRITICAL READING SKILLS AS YOU 
CHECK YOUR CLASSMATE’S USE OF LANGUAGE, ABILITY TO EXPRESS 
IDEAS, MANNER OF ORGANIZING MATERIAL, PUNCTUATION AND 
GRAMMAR, AND ASSESSING THE OVERALL “PRODUCT.”

2. YOU WILL GAIN HELPFUL INSIGHTS ABOUT YOUR ESSAY FROM 
MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES.

3. YOU WILL LEARN THE IMPORTANCE WRITING FOR YOUR AUDIENCE 
WHEN YOU KNOW YOUR ESSAY WILL BE READ BY YOUR PEERS.



When Reviewing an Essay…

u Go from big issues to small issuesà
u For instance, before you point out the punctuation 

issues or spelling errors, start by reviewing the content of 
the paper:

u What is each paragraph about? 
u Is there a thesis statement in the introduction that fuels 

each paragraph’s defining point?
u Are the main points (paragraphs) organized in a useful 

fashion?
u Are the introduction and conclusion paragraphs 

effective “book ends” for the essay?



Looking at the Essay’s Paragraphs

u In order to determine what each paragraph is about, create a 
reverse outline of the paper by listing what each paragraph is about; 
for example, a reverse outline could look like the following:

u 1. Introduction with thesis of how ad 2 is stronger ad because of its 
convincing factual evidence and its use of vivid color 

u 2. Body paragraph 1: description of shampoo ad 1
u 3. Body paragraph 2: use of pathos and ethos in ad 1
u 4. Body paragraph 3: description of shampoo ad 2
u 5. Body paragraph 4: use of logos and pathos in ad 2
u 6. Body paragraph 5: use of colors and text in ad’s 1 and 2
u 7. Body paragraph 6: gender roles accentuated in ad’s 1 and 2
u 8. Conclusion



Looking at the Essay’s Organization

• Check to see if the essay has organized its paragraphs in a useful 
fashion by noting how the points could be moved around in a more 
useful ordering

• Looking at the thesis and noting what each paragraph is about, 
decide if the essay is thesis-driven or if there are some paragraphs 
that do not relate to the thesis

• Make sure the introduction and conclusion paragraphs effectively 
introduce and conclude the essay’s focus, respectively

• Address any confusing information or content and note how the 
essay could be stronger, as a whole



Going from Big to 
Small…

u After you have made helpful suggestions 
about the “larger components” of the 
essay, you should begin to look at the 
“smaller components” of the essay

u The smaller components of the essay 
include such composition elements as topic 
sentences, transitions, sentence variety, 
grammar issues, and the visual appearance 
of the essay



Topic Sentences

u Regarding the issue of topic sentences, be sure that each paragraph 
begins with a sentence that encapsulates that paragraph’s main 
points. 

u An exampleà If you had a body paragraph about a shampoo ad’s 
use of pathos, you would write a topic sentence similar to the 
following: If we look carefully at the Pantene shampoo ad’s use of 
emotional appeal, we see how the ad’s producers aimed to create 
envy from its female viewers by showing how extremely shiny, long 
hair will attract a man.

u Topic sentences should be thought of as a mini-thesis for the 
paragraph it belongs to. 



Transitions
u Each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence and an 

obvious transition from what was discussed in the previous paragraph 
to what will be discussed in this new paragraph.

u For example, the following sentence, which is the first sentence of a 
new body paragraph, encapsulates both a transition from what was 
just focused on to what will be focused on next (essentially, a 
transition and topic sentence mixed together to make one 
sentence): Although Pantene’s ad effectively uses pathos to make its 
female viewers envious of the female in the ad, the logical appeals in 
this ad are the most effective element of the visual argument, for the 
numbers and percentages of vitamins in the shampoo are impossible 
to ignore.

u As you can see above, the bolded text shows the transition from one 
topic to the next, and the italic text shows the topic sentence that 
expresses the new focus of that paragraph.



Sentence/Word Variety, Grammar, 
and the Essay’s Visual Appearance

u The last things to check in a rough draft are the variety of 
sentences and language in the essay, the grammar, and how 
the essay looks.

u To check sentence/word variety, pay close attention to how 
the sentences begin and note the level of language.

u Finally, every instructor knows what an essay should look like. If 
something looks off in the visual appearance of the essay, 
note this. The next lecture will focus on the visual appearance 
of essays.



Make notes on the actual essay

u I encourage you to write comments/suggestions on 
the actual essay itself so your classmate can see 
specific suggestions you have. You accomplish this 
in two ways:
u Use Track Changes (available in Microsoft Word--just go 

to the Review Tab and click “Track Changes”; then you 
can Add a Comment or mark things and this will be 
noted. You can save and upload this reviewed essay).

u Use a different color font and make notes in the text of 
the essay. I often use red or blue and make notes in the 
essay’s text so my notes are easy to decipher. Then 
save and upload this reviewed essay. 



Here are some visual examples of 
what a reviewed essay looks like
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